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strongest terms against our interference with the affairs of Bhopal; declaring the principality to be one of his dependencies in Malwa, with which we were solemnly pledged by treaty to have no concern. The Resident denied that it fell within the terms of the treaty, asserting it to be a free and independent state. Gopal Rao Bhao, who took a prominent part in the discussion, declared the several places which had been wrested from Vizier Mahomed by Sindheea, at different times, to be cessions in lieu of tribute justly due, (108) the account of which was still unsettled; and represented our interference to prevent the enforcement of these, his just dues, as tantamount to a positive declaration of war! In point of fact, according to the Mah-rattah notions of political justice, Sindheea had a good title to whatever he could extort from Bhopal; and, having been in the habit of making usurpations, and levying contributions on this territory, as his peculiar and exclusive prey ; he, conceived no one else had any right to interpose. It was notorious, however, that Vizier Mahomed had long maintained a most glorious straggle for his independence ; and neither liad himself, nor had any of the family before him, ever by treaty,, or other act of any kind, acknowledged the supremacy of any Mahrattah state."
(108)    See the year 1806.